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This interfaith journey aims to create space for discussion for women where they set the agendas for these 
discussions based on their experiences of life.  Their focus during the journey is not to initiate interfaith 
dialogue around dogmas, theology or Holy Scriptures but go beyond this framework to explore issues in 
social constructs. It is to share stories of their own lives as sisters, mothers, daughters, friends as members of 
a particular community. Their connectiveness is across interfaith boundaries with social linkages and forms 
bridges of understanding across diversity of faiths.  

 
This interfaith journey of women across four cities in North India was aimed at: 
 

� To identify women�s perspective in underlying issues in existing conflicts especially in 
context of the place covered in the journey. 

� To discern the contribution of religious and spiritual identities to such conflicts and also the 
role they can play in terms of resolution 

� To explore alternative models of conflict resolution and peace-building that arises out of 
women’s experiences and collaborations. 

� But most important of all is to give these women fifteen days of happiness, freedom, feeling 
of respect and well being.  
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Interfaith Coalition for Peace, New Delhi is a registered organization which promotes peace, justice, 
harmony among all the religions through mutual friendship and perseverance. It strongly appeals to the 
followers of all the faiths to work together for strengthening religious tolerance, mutual respect and peace, 
thus not only adjoining human dignity but also joining the chorus in praise of God. ICP has not only helped 
in generating resources for the journey but has been a mutual partner in conceptualization and the execution 
of the process from initiation.  
 
Sathi All for Partnerships, New Delhi, i s a registered organization which promotes partnerships to work in 
solidarity with like-minded civil, society, governmental and inter-governmental entities to work for the 
ensuring the ESC rights to the marginalized section of the society. It also functions as a secretariat for an 
International forum called consult for Women and Land Rights. Sathi has contributed in giving a 
perspective and understanding of women�s resource rights to the process. It has also paled a role in getting 
the community women from grassroot level as participants for the journey.  
 
One World South Asia, New Delhi is a part of the One World Network, an international non-profit network 
that aims to use ICT tools � ranging from the Inter net, mobile telephones to community radio � for 
poverty alleviation and promoting sustainable development.  OWSA has provided technical expertise in 
training the participants of the journey for recording and documenting the process in a tape recorder. It has 
also provided assistance in documenting the journey in form of an audio-visual presentation. �
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Destination for the journey:  
 
Making a travel plan and choosing the destinations for this kind of an initiative was a tedious 
task. The criteria for short listing this destination also demanded a deep introspection on the 
basis on nature and expectation from the journey. Some points kept in mind while selecting 
the cities were:  
 

1. Issues of conflict identified in the region: Whether they hold any significance at 
National level, are they some how related to women in question or are they dividing 
the society in  

      2.   Physical proximity of the cities: It was major issue of concern keeping in mind the 
possibility of physical exertion of the participants in the journey. Thus it was  
 kept in mind that the women should be able to travel to other destination in one night 
journey. 

3. Interest of Local Partners: Identifying partners who were wiling to contribute in the 
journey was also important in the selection of the city.  

4. Interfaith objective: The places also need to offer space for mutual discussion with 
people from different faiths towards formulating strategies in strengthening peace 
building process.  

 
After much deliberation four cities from three states in North India were selected. 
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TRAVEL PLAN AT A GLANCE 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Destination Partner 
Organization 

Conflict in 
Questions 

  Dividers 

Dehradun 
(Uttarakhand) 
 
17th  Nov- 19th Nov 
 

Disha Samajik Sanstha Women and 
Violence 

Illiteracy, Alcoholism 
Lack of ownership of resource, 
Who does uttaranchal belong 
to- settlers and hilly people 

Lucknow  
(Uttar Pradesh) 
20th Nov- 23rd Nov 

Bahin  Political 
Participation 
Cultural divide 
(dev) 

Fast pace of development 
Political power struggles 

Gorakhpur 
(Uttar Pradesh) 
24th Nov- 26th Nov 

Gorakhpur 
Environmental Action 
Group 

Women as farmers 
Trafficking  

Resources �in names of men 
Geographical location-border 

Muzaffarpur 
(Bihar) 
 
27th Nov- 30th Nov 

Adithi Women Women & livelihood 
Natural Disaster 

Migration 
Feudal vs Democratic ways of 
governance 
Who is greater sufferer and 
who is the beneficiary) 
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PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

 
Name: Gulshan   Age: 48  Hometown : Saharanpur 
Muslim  
A single, confident community worker in Parcham.  
A victim of domestic violence herself 
Family support helped to overcome the trauma 

 

Name: Anita Sheetal   Age: 45    Hometown : Chamba 
Hindu 
Runs her own organization, Samarpan in Chamba 
Has faced personal attacks and threats while working 
Went through the trauma of an unhappy marriage and then loosing her 
only daughter but now settled  

 

 
Name: Mansi Dungdung  Age:25  Hometown: Simdiga 
Christian 
A  young field worker committed to the issues of tribal women’s rights.  
Negotiated with family and community to reach here 

 

Name: Afroz Jehan  Age: 38   Hometown : Dhakrani 
Muslim  
A victim of domestic violence still recovering from illness. 
Support from maternal home helped her to start afresh 
Works with community women on issues like domestic violence and 
women’s resource  rights 

 

 
Name: Anita Singh  Age: 24   Hometown : Fatehpur 
Hindu 
She looks after the administration of office and child labor school 
Traveling out for the first time its her first intr oduction to the world of 
women around 

 

 
Name: Magdalini Murmu  Age: 26  Hometown : Madhupur 
Faith:Christian 
A community worker in Jharkhand she works on the issue of Tribal 
women’s rights specially health and literacy 
Has faced resistance from family in her decision to work 

 
 
 


